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Picanol training center and test area in Ieper
inaugurated by Minister-President Geert Bourgeois

From left to right: Luc Tack (Managing Director of the Picanol Group), Geert Bourgeois (Minister-President of the Flemish
Government), Jef Verschoore (Alderman of the city of Ieper), Geert Ostyn (VP Weaving Machines of the Picanol Group)

Picanol’s new training center and new test
and shipping area in Ieper (Belgium) was
officially inaugurated by Geert Bourgeois,
Minister-President of the Government
of Flanders. Improving competitiveness
through targeted investments to further
boost productivity and quality is a top
priority, and so an investment program of
17.5 million euros in Ieper was approved in
2013. This investment plan includes a new
training center, a new test and shipping
area for weaving machines and the
purchase of several production machines.

Training takes your talent further

Well trained employees are important for
optimum machine and plant performance. The
weaving industry is no exception: the quality of
the fabric and the performance of the machine
are determined not only by the input materials
and the machine itself, but also to a large extent
by the way the materials and the machine are
handled. Picanol naturally attaches the highest
importance to good training, and so last year it
decided to invest in a state-of-the-art training
center. With three fully equipped training
rooms (each with two weaving machines, cut
models, mini-workshop etc.) covering a total
area of 270 m², the new training center allows
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Picanol to train technicians for its worldwide
customers on its weaving machines under
optimal conditions. The new training center
measures about 600 m² and also houses a guest
center and several meeting rooms.
Focus on quality

The new test area replaces the old one and is
equipped with 24 test stations. All weaving
machines leaving the assembly lines are tested
mechanically and electronically in the new
test area before they go to the customers,
enabling Picanol to offer even higher quality
and reliability. After all, quality is essential and
therefore enjoys highest priority at Picanol.
Following testing and final check, the machines
are placed on a conveyor where accessories are

added and packaging of the machines is done.
After the packaging line, the machines are
placed in the buffer zone awaiting shipment.
Since the summer of 2014, the shipping area
has been housed in a new space with two
loading docks and one loading bay. Every day,
trucks with containers depart from this area to
take Picanol weaving machines to all corners
of the world.
The inauguration of the new training center and
test zone marks a further milestone for Picanol
in Ieper.

Picanol invests in the future
In 2013 Picanol approved an ambitious
program of investment in its Ieper plant
totaling 17.5 million euros. The plant in
Ieper has undergone several changes that
will raise competitiveness and enhance
productivity and quality. In addition to
the new training center and the test area
for weaving machines, this investment
program includes the purchase of several
production machines.
Investments: new cam unit

Picanol also invested in a new cam production
unit this year. Cams are an essential part of
any weaving machine, a core technology that
helps Picanol stand out from the competition.
The cams of a weaving machine generate the
movement of the beater, which ensures that the
yarn is inserted properly against the cloth. The
cam shape determines both the weaving quality
and the maximum possible output and so has
to be tailored very precisely to the needs of the
customer. Picanol invested in two new INDEX
turning/milling centers and a Junker grinder
at the end of 2013. First came the preparatory
work such as pouring the foundation,
connecting the utilities and installing a new
epoxy floor. The first INDEX G400 turning/
milling center was delivered in February.
Meanwhile, the second INDEX in combination
with the flexible automatic loading of cams
followed in mid-April. Delivery and installation
of the Junker 5000/50 grinding machine took
place during the summer vacation.

The new cam production unit

Ibarmia 5-axis machining center for
cross rails

The new cam production unit

Last year Picanol also invested in a 5-axis
machining center to mill the cross rails of the
weaving machines up to a weaving width of
5.4 m. The machine head moves with a
speed of 45 m/min within a working area of
7.0x0.8x1.1m and can work in both horizontal
and vertical positions. This makes it possible
to machine the biggest parts faster and with
higher accuracy.
New filter for the cupola furnace

During the summer vacation of 2014 a new
filter was installed for the cupola furnace
at Proferro. The flue gases from our cupola

5-axis machining center for cross rails

The new filter for the cupola furnace

furnace are purified by an afterburner and a
filter installation. The quality of the emissions
is monitored by a sensor program. For several
months now our foundry has been working
with a new system (SMARTnet) to monitor the
production process. The system ensures that
key employees are alerted when something goes
wrong during the casting process, proactively
enabling serious incidents or machine
breakdowns to be prevented. The new filter
system made by the German company Luhr was
installed by the engineering firm Ferrum BV.

Prime Minister Charles Michel (left)
hands over the trophy to Mr. Luc Tack,
Managing Director of the
Picanol Group (right).

Luc Tack,
Manager of the Year 2014
The Picanol Group is proud to announce
that Luc Tack, Managing Director of the
Picanol Group, has been chosen Manager
of the Year 2014. The award, an initiative
of the Flemish business weekly Trends,
is being presented this year for the 30th
time. The winner was selected by a jury of
entrepreneurs, specialists and journalists
in combination with online voting on the
Trends website.

Luc Tack, who was nominated for the third
time in a row, follows Atlas Copco boss Ronnie
Leten. ‘The jury singled out Luc Tack for his
daring, ambition and strategic vision,’ explained
jury chairman Luc Vandewalle. ‘Thanks to
his outstanding management decisions Luc
has managed to create renewal and growth at

Picanol. Furthermore, with his achievements
at Picanol he is a worthy successor to recent
winners who have all been exemplary in the
consistency, soundness and stability of their
management.’
‘This award is valuable recognition for the
Picanol Group and its 2,000 members of
personnel who have all contributed to this
success,’ declared Luc Tack. ‘If Picanol is doing
well today, it can only be the result of the many
years of effort on the part of its employees. It
is gratifying to note that the general public
appreciates this strong progress. It shows that a
clear, consistent strategy and vision with a focus
on sustained growth and innovation pays off in
the end.’

4
5

Picanol at
IGATEX 2014
From 21 - 24 October 2014, Picanol
participated in the 8th edition of IGATEX,
the garment & textile machinery exhibition
staged in Lahore, Pakistan. The Picanol
booth was organized by Mr. Jamil Ghauri,
Managing Director of Ghauri Enterprises,
who represents Picanol in Northern
Pakistan (Punjab & KPK). The team working
on the stand included Area Sales Manager
Mr. Bruno Caffieri, Resident Service
Manager Mr. Blacker Clinton and Spare
Parts Sales Manager Mr. Robert Brown.

Machine sales, technical services and spare
parts services are the three essential foundations
required to properly serve an important market
like Pakistan. The textile sector is the largest
industry in the country and is continuing to
grow, which means there is plenty of potential
for new investment.
Picanol has always been an important player in
the context of Pakistan’s weaving sector. In
the last five years it has delivered more than
OMNI
IGATEX 2,000 of the latest-generation OMNIplus
Summum
airjet
and
OptiMax
rapier
w
e
revi
weaving machines to Pakistani weavers.
Picanol’s commitment to Pakistan was
further evidenced by the constructive meetings
held at IGATEX, which involved almost all of
the leading textile companies from Pakistan. In
a country where there is a shortage of electricity,
especially in the North, the energy-saving
features of Picanol’s latest products are proving
to be particularly attractive for Pakistani
customers.

Mr. Tanoli, event manager, giving shield to Picanol sales
manager Mr. Bruno Caffieri along with Mr. Jamil Ghauri,
Picanol agent in Pakistan.

Furthermore, Pakistan is an ideal testing
ground for Picanol to push its machines to the
maximum performance level. This is thanks
to the quality of the local cotton, the state-ofthe-art spinning and preparatory machines, and
– last but not least – the entrepreneurial spirit
and great professionalism of the managers
and the hard-working culture of the
Pakistani people.
Together with Mr. Jamil Ghauri, who covers the
territory in the North of the country, Picanol’s
newly appointed Karachi agent Mr. Amir
Madhani, who will be responsible for the South
of the country, and the local expert technical
engineers headed by Mr. Blacker Clinton,
Picanol has a highly committed team that
will continue to proudly serve one of the most
dynamic textile countries in the world.

Left Mr. Amir Madhani, General Manager, and right
Mr. Muzammil Shah Refai, Sales Manager. Both work
for Madhani Associates, Picanol’s agent for the South of
Pakistan.

You can view an interview with Bruno Caffieri by scanning this QR-code
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Pakistan is not only one of the key textile markets in the
world, it is also a market of crucial strategic importance
to Picanol.
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The textile industry in Pakistan plays a major role in
the economy of the country, and is also its largest
manufacturing sector. Pakistan earns about 8.5% of its
total foreign exchange from textile exports. Furthermore,
the textile industry in Pakistan provides employment to
about 15 million people or roughly 30% of the country’s
workforce.
Picanol has been serving the Pakistani textile industry
for more than 30 years now. In recent years Picanol has
seen a steady growth in its market share, which has led
to it being the leading provider of weaving machines on
the Pakistani market today. We are also convinced that
Picanol has what it takes to contribute to the further
expansion of the Pakistan textile industry. Because after
all, our success depends on the success of our customers.
Picanol has always had one main objective: to make you
‘fit to win’. We aim to give you all the tools you need to
be successful in your market: the machines and services,
the know-how and dedication of our people. Being fast,
reliable, flexible and cost-efficient ourselves, we want
you to win. Because when you win, we win too.
We’ve gathered more than enough fuel to navigate 2015
in pole position. Want to keep ahead of the competition?
Buckle up!

IGATEX
review

Mr. Yaqoob Ahmed, Chairman
ARTISTIC MILLINERS (PVT) LTD
‘The OptiMax enables us
to weave different types
of weft at high efficiencies
in combination with low
maintenance cost.’

IGATEX
review
The name Artistic Milliners (Pvt) Ltd has been around
since 1949. Artistic Milliners (Pvt) Ltd for the past
few years has expended to become a fully integrated
textile complex focused on providing high-end
customers with premium quality denim fabrics and
garments. Artistic Milliners (Pvt) Ltd currently employs
7,650 people and is located in Karachi.

The spinning division was established in 2002 with
the aim of producing high quality yarn for production
of premium fabrics. It has a daily capacity of
100,000 pounds. The output range includes ring spun,
open end, core-spun Lycra and multi-count and multitwist yarns.
The dying unit consists of one 36 rope and two
24 rope dye ranges capable of producing deep shades
of indigo. The slasher dye range is capable of
producing a variety of shades.
In its weaving department Artistic Milliners (Pvt) Ltd
installed 122 OMNIplus 800 airjet and 84 OptiMax
rapier machines a few years ago. Recently another
2 OMNIplus Summum airjet machines were added as a
start for further expansion.

‘Historically we have only bought projectile or rapier
looms as airjet technology was not synonymous
with premium denim due to low flexibility and
higher rejections. The OMNIplus 800 was our first
experiment in airjet technology. After more than six
years of running we can say it is very user-friendly
and makes it easier for operator and technician to get
better efficiency and production combined with a low
maintenance cost.’
The denim produced ranges from 5 to 15 oz. and the
production capacity is 5.5 million meters per month
of finished fabric. This cloth is then transferred to the
garments division.
Artistic Milliners (Pvt) Ltd is committed to
innovation, product quality and service. With control
over the input cotton, yarn manufacturing and all
subsequent processes, it offers high quality denim in
combination with authenticity in fabric performance,
color and finish. The company has a strong focus
on sustainability and takes its environmental
responsibilities very seriously.
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Mr. Ebrahim Qassim, Chairman (left)
and Mr. Jamil Qassim, CEO (right)
ZAMAN TEXTILES LTD
‘We went for the Picanol OMNIplus Summum
because of the high speed and good efficiency.’
Zaman Textiles Ltd has a rich history, having been
established decades ago by Premier Group in the
Kotri and Karachi area. It specializes in household
textiles and has significantly increased its presence
in the international market, especially Europe
and America. Another target market for Zaman
Textiles Ltd is hospitals and institutions, which
have specific and extensive requirement for high
quality and durability to ensure hygiene. Linen,
which is characteristically used by hotels, hospitals
and institutions, comprises bed sheets, mattress
protectors, etc. These are usually available in plain
fabrics in white and lighter shades.

Zaman Textiles Ltd produces patient gowns, scrub
suits, surgical gowns, operation sheets, aprons, medical
protection bags, napkins, sheets and pillows in plain
weave and twill, as well as sheeting fabrics.
For the household sector the Zaman Textiles Ltd
product category includes bleached, printed and
dyed sheet sets, duvet covers and decorative pillows.
Fabrications include solids, prints and sateen.
Zaman Textiles Ltd is fully compliant with best
manufacturing practices and successfully caters for the

IGATEX
review

demands of customers by meeting their expectations
and delivering quality on time.
Zaman Textiles Ltd has a philosophy of achieving
excellence right from the cotton fields, selecting
the best quality cotton and storing it in a clean
environment. The raw cotton is then converted in
expertly designed, temperature-controlled factories
using the fastest machinery with in-process inspection.
Zaman Textiles Ltd has 24,000 spindles producing
quality yarn in a state-of-the-art plant with an output
of over 18 million pounds of yarn annually. A ready
stock of dyed cotton fiber is maintained to ensure
prompt delivery.
In the weaving department Zaman Textiles Ltd has
installed a variety of Picanol airjet machines. It started
with the OMNIplus, totaling 132 units. This was
followed with an order for 12 OMNIplus 800 and was
completed in 2012, 2013 and 2014 with the installation
of 112 OMNIplus Summum machines. As such Zaman
Textiles Ltd is one of the most important airjet references
for Picanol in Pakistan. These airjet machines produce
more than 36 million meters of fabric per year.

Mr. Saqib Nisar, Technical Director
NISHAT MILLS LTD
‘The OMNIplus Summum gives
us great efficiencies at
maximum speeds. Moreover,
its optimized energy
consumption complies fully
with our Eco-Vision thinking.’

IGATEX
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The company also has the most modern textile
dyeing and processing units, two stitching units for
home textiles and one stitching unit for garments.
Furthermore it has its own power generation facilities
with a capacity of 89 MW. The company’s total exports
The Nishat Group is one of the leading and most
for the year 2011 amounted to 36.015 billion rupees.
diversified business groups in South-East Asia with
Thanks to prudent management policies, consolidation
assets (fixed plus current) of over 300 billion rupees,
of operations, a strong balance sheet and an effective
ranking amongst the top five business houses in Pakistan. marketing strategy, the growth trend is expected to
The group has a strong presence in the region’s three
continue in the years to come.
most important business sectors, namely textiles, cement
and financial services. In addition, the group also has
Nishat Mills Ltd also stands out as a company concerned
significant market share in insurance (Adamjee and
with its ecological footprint. This ‘Eco-Vision’ is
Security General), power generation, paper products
reflected in all its activities and investments. Examples
(Nishat Shoaiba Paper Mills) and aviation (Phonix
include: natural light (Solatube), water preservation
Aviation). It also has the distinction of being one of the
(induction well), tree plantations, solar street lights,
largest players in each sector.
powerless ventilation and solar water heating projects.
Nishat Mills Ltd is the flagship company of the Nishat
Group. It was established in 1951 and is one of the most
modern, largest vertically integrated textile companies
in Pakistan.

Recently Nishat Mills Ltd installed 77 OMNIplus
Summum machines for production of home textiles and
garments. The total output reaches approximately
9 million meters of fabric per month, making it the
largest weaving facility in Pakistan for home textile
and apparel fabrics. Besides the OMNIplus Summum
airjet machines there is also a battery of OptiMax
rapier machines.

The mission statement of Nishat Mills Ltd is clear: ‘To
transform the company into a modern and dynamic
yarn, cloth and processed cloth and finished product
manufacturer, that is fully equipped to play a meaningful
role on a sustainable basis in the economy of Pakistan.’

Mr. Asif Siddiq, CEO
UNION FABRICS (PVT) LTD
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‘This investment in airjet technology for
the first time has given us great flexibility
and versatility in catering to mainly our
European customers with improved
IGATEX
lead times and superior quality.’

review

Union Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd is one of the leading producers
and exporters of woven fabrics in Pakistan. It was
founded in 1992 and located in Karachi. Union Fabrics
(Pvt) Ltd produces a wide range of fabrics for home
textiles, institutional, pocketing/lining and furnishing
industries. The current annual production capacity is
over 20 million linear meters.

Union Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd was the ﬁrst mill in Pakistan to
purchase OMNIplus Summum airjet weaving machines
from Picanol. In total 56 Summum machines were
installed in weaving widths of 340, 280 and 250 cm,
enabling the company to produce a wide range of home
textile and institutional fabrics in various working
widths with highest quality.
CEO Asif Siddiq explains: ‘As a sheeting fabric producer
on used wider width projectile weaving machines for the
past 20 years, going into brand new, state-of-the-art
Picanol airjet weaving machines on top of it with a new
‘OMNIplus Summum’ model, was a big move and a
calculated risk-taking on the management’s part. Union
Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd became the ﬁrst buyer of this model in
Pakistan and after successful running of these machines
for just two years it is back in the market for placing an
order for additional 70 machines. This investment in
airjet technology for the ﬁrst time has given us great
ﬂexibility & versatility in catering to mainly our
European customers with improved lead times and
superior quality. Our sales of greige fabric and made-ups
went up an average of 35% in the past two years of
operation and crossed Rs. 4.0 Billion mark.

Picanol management has provided an excellent support
service-after-sales to remove the bugs of the new model
and worked with us tirelessly to improve the machine’s
overall performance. The technical team at Picanol
valued our feedback from our technical and managerial
staff during their regular visits of the site and provided
us with solutions so that we can run the machines at the
highest possible speed & efﬁciency in relation to the
given yarn & construction variables. We recommend
Picanol to all those who are considering to enhance their
weaving capacity for attaining long-term comparative
advantage in the very competitive ﬁeld of producing
bedding fabrics.’
The annual weaving capacity is around 20 million linear
meters, based on 60 picks per inch, 90% efﬁciency and
360 days of production per year. Although the core
strength of Union Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd lies in weaving, 20%
of the fabric is used for the company’s own production of
ﬁnished goods such as bed sheets, table covers, patient
gowns etc. in state-of-the-art stitching facilities with a
capacity of 200,000 bed sets per month. The company’s
main markets are North and South America and Europe.
Union Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd is proud to be a socially responsible company and provides a congenial, relaxed and
healthy work environment. The health and safety policies
ensure good working conditions for all employees. Union
Fabrics (Pvt) Ltd is an equal opportunity employer.

Mr. Amer Abdullah, Director
DIAMOND FABRICS LTD
IGATEX
review
Diamond Fabrics Ltd was established in 1990 and is
part of the Sapphire group of industries. This group is
one of the largest vertically integrated textile
concerns in Pakistan, employing over 14,000 people
and having about 24 production units ranging from
spinning, weaving and ﬁnishing for home textiles
and garments.

Diamond Fabrics, located in Lahore, produces household
linen which it exports worldwide with the focus on
Europe. Besides household linen it also weaves fabrics
for workwear and industrial use. With an output of
84 million meters of fabric per annum it is one of the

Want to learn more about these
winners and their companies?
Go to www.picanol.be/ﬁttowin

‘Last year we bought 42 Picanol airjet
machines. They are running extremely
well and we are very happy with the
performance.’
leading and most diversiﬁed producers of woven fabrics
in Pakistan. A complete in-house spinning facility
ensures production of high quality yarns, woven on
OMNIplus Summum airjet and OptiMax rapier
machines. The airjets run at 1,100 rpm with an
efﬁciency of over 97%.
With recent market developments which are making it
harder to commercialize grey fabrics, Diamond Fabrics Ltd
decided to convert the major part of its production
capacity to denim. The ﬁrst investments for this project
have already been made and the plan is to be in full
production by January 2015.
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A second life for used Picanol spare parts
Sometimes the cradle-to-cradle philosophy takes
strange turns. Günter Vest, a German functional
artist, sculptor, metalworker and designer,
incorporates used Picanol tape wheels in his
‘light creations’. The results are astonishing.
His light sculptures are personalities in their
own right that glow and radiate. Vest creates
new objects out of the most disparate materials
and products.
His creations are not ordinary lamps, but
unique light objects. The functionality is
secondary to emotion. You can find more
examples of these glowing sculptures at
www.guenter-vest.de
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Picanol Open House in Daegu Korea on 6-8 October 2014
Demonstrating the benefits of its rapier technology
Picanol, the technological market leader in
both airjet and rapier weaving machines,
organized an Open House in Daegu (Korea)
from Monday 6 October until Wednesday
8 October 2014. This event, aimed at
Korean weavers, showcased the latest
rapier technology and solutions for
technical textiles, with special focus on
the 540 cm OptiMax. This Open House
was held at the new premises of Picanol
customer Dong-A T.O.L. Co. Ltd. which
produces high-quality outerwear and
furnishing fabrics.

This was the ideal occasion to demonstrate to
Korean weavers the versatility and modularity
of Picanol’s OptiMax machines for the widest
range of high-quality fabrics: everything from
mainstream to niche applications. Two versions
of the OptiMax rapier weaving machine were
presented, with the OptiMax 540 cm being
showcased for the first time in Korea. This
rapier machine was equipped with positive
guided grippers and produced a mix of
monofilament, multifilament and polypropylene
tape to demonstrate its extreme versatility in
weft and speed capacity. The other machine, the
OptiMax 190 cm, was equipped with negative
free-flight grippers weaving a shirting fabric.
Picanol weaving machines are designed to
ensure the lowest possible energy consumption,
even when running at high speeds. The rapier
machines on display are also clear proof that

with this technology customers are ready to face
the challenge of high power prices in Korea.
‘With this Open House in Korea, we would
like to once again emphasize our commitment
to the Korean textile sector. More than ever
before, Picanol is determined to provide
outstanding customer service, the exceptional
levels of quality for which we are renowned,
high value and rapid delivery, to ensure that
we meet the requirements of our valued
Korean customers. We would like to thank
our customer Dong-A T.O.L. Co. Ltd. for
partnering with us and hosting this Open
House at their magnificent new premises,’
declared Johan Verstraete, Vice-President
Marketing, Sales & Services.
Picanol weaving machines are a synthesis of
technological know-how and experience built
up over nearly 80 years and more than
300,000 machines produced. As of today,
Picanol is proud to confirm that it has more
than 130,000 weaving machines running in
some 2,600 weaving mills worldwide. And to
stay ahead in this highly competitive industry,
Picanol has always been a leader in innovation.
R&D, state-of-the-art technology and
continuous improvement are the core aspects
of Picanol’s business philosophy. With R&D
efforts aimed at creating the best solutions to
its customers’ weaving challenges, the company
was the first to introduce many revolutionary
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The Picanol crew ready to receive the customers.

concepts in the weaving industry and currently
holds more than 800 patents worldwide.
Picanol will continue to expand its role as
the technological market leader by increasing
its range of weaving machines and offering

applications for new market segments. The
main challenge remains to improve the weaving
performance, quality and cost competitiveness
of its customers.
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IT'S ALL
ABOUT
WINNING
Picanol has always had, since its existence,
one main objective: to help make you
‘ﬁt to win’. We want to give you all the
necessary tools to be successful in your
market and win: machines, services, the
know-how and dedication of our team and
our people.
We’ve all had tough years to struggle
through. At Picanol we know the only cure
to ﬁght this is to work even harder. Our
motivation and determination have brought
us to where we stand today.
By now our knowledge and expertise is wider
and sharper than ever. And it’s to you to take
the advantage.
Let’s say we’ve gathered more than enough
fuel to be in pole position. Want to keep
ahead of the competition? Buckle up!
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